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Life of St. Martin

Taking, therefore, his sword with which he was girt, he divided his cloak into two equal parts, and gave one part to the poor man, while he again clothed himself with the remainder.

Ere long, he heard Jesus saying with a clear voice to the multitude of angels standing round - Martin, who is still but a catechumen, clothed me with this robe.

Here he subsisted for some time on the roots of plants; and, while doing so, he took for food hellebore, which is, as people say, a poisonous kind of grass.

But, after the lapse only of a few days, the catechumen, seized with a languor, began to suffer from a violent fever.

He saw the dead man begin to move a little in all his members, and to tremble with his eyes opened for the practice of sight.




Letter on Martin's death

Accordingly, though he was for some days under the influence of a strong fever, he nevertheless did not abandon the work of God.

O Lord, if I am still necessary to your people, I do not shrink from toil: your will be done.




Dialogue tradition

At Paris, when he was entering the gate of the city, with a large crowd attending him, he kissed and blessed a leper, of miserable appearance and horrible countenance, while all shuddered at doing so.




Glossary

Old, rare, and literary words used in this text, with short plain-English meanings from the Classics Reference Library glossary.


	catechumen noun

	a person being taught Christian beliefs before baptism (theology)

	ere conjunction

	before (archaic)

	girt verb

	surrounded or bound, as with a belt (past tense of gird) (archaic)

	hellebore noun

	a poisonous plant once used as medicine, especially for madness (history)

	languor noun

	weariness or lack of energy; listlessness

	subsisted verb

	existed; also, managed to stay alive or get by
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