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Afflictions sanctified by the word.

O How I love thy holy word,

Thy gracious covenant, O LORD!

It guides me in the peaceful way,

I think upon it all the day.

What are the mines of shining wealth,

The strength of youth, the bloom of health!

What are all joys compared with those

Thine everlasting word bestows!

Long unafflicted, undismayed,

In pleasures path secure I strayed;

Thou mad'st me feel thy chast'ning rod,

Ps 119:71

And strait I turned unto my GOD.

What though it pierced my fainting heart,

I bless thine hand that caused the smart;

It taught my tears awhile to flow,

But saved me from eternal woe.

O! hadst thou left me unchastised,

Thy precept I had still despised;

And still the snare in secret laid,

Had my unwary feet betrayed.

I love thee therefore O my God,

And breathe towards thy dear abode;

Where in thy presence fully blest,

Thy chosen saints for ever rest.




Glossary

Old, rare, and literary words used in this text, with short plain-English meanings from the Classics Reference Library glossary.


	afflictions noun

	things that cause great suffering or distress; troubles

	blest adjective

	blessed; happy or fortunate (poetic)

	covenant noun

	a solemn, binding agreement, especially between God and His people (Bible)

	hadst verb

	had (used with thou) (archaic)

	thee pronoun

	you (when speaking to one person, as the object) (archaic)

	thine pronoun

	yours; your (used before a vowel) (archaic)

	thou pronoun

	you (when speaking to one person, as the subject) (archaic)

	thy pronoun

	your (archaic)

	undismayed adjective

	not discouraged or alarmed

	unto preposition

	to (archaic)






About this edition

Text: Christian Classics Ethereal Library (Olney Hymns, 1779)

Source URL: https://ccel.org/ccel/newton/olneyhymns

Coverage: Complete individual poem extracted from parent edition olney-hymns at bytes 295888-296825; checksum 966f877c4404508238f28a7582aed46bc814e20a9c29f4ae6279aa89286c536c.

Public domain basis: First published London, 1779; Newton d. 1807, Cowper d. 1800. CCEL first-edition transcription. US public domain.

This text is in the public domain. This EPUB was prepared by the Classics Reference Library from the source named above; chapter divisions follow the library's online reader.


OEBPS/nav.xhtml


  Contents


  
      		Title page


      		Afflictions sanctified by the word


      		Glossary


      		About this edition


  




  Landmarks


  
    		Title page


    		Start of text


  





