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7,6,7,6

We were once as you are.

Shall men pretend to pleasure

Who never knew the LORD?

Can all the worldling's treasure

True peace of mind afford?

They shall obtain this jewel

In what their hearts desire,

When they by adding fuel

Can quench the flame of fire.

Till you can bid the ocean,

When furious tempests roar,

Isa 57:20,21

Forget its wonted motion,

And rage, and swell, no more:

In vain your expectation

To find content in sin;

Or freedom from vexation,

While passions reign within.

Come, turn your thoughts to JESUS,

If you would good possess;

'Tis he alone that frees us

From guilt, and from distress:

When he, by faith, is present,

The sinner's troubles cease;

His ways are truly pleasant,

Pr 3:17

And all his paths are peace.

Our time in sin we wasted,

And fed upon the wind;

Until his love we tasted,

No comfort could we find:

But now we stand to witness

His pow'r and grace to you;

May you perceive its fitness,

And call upon him too!

Our pleasure and our duty,

Though opposite before;

Since we have seen his beauty,

Are joined to part no more:

It is our highest pleasure,

No less than duty's call;

To love him beyond measure,

And serve him with our all.




Glossary

Old, rare, and literary words used in this text, with short plain-English meanings from the Classics Reference Library glossary.


	grace noun

	God's free and undeserved favor and help; also, a prayer of thanks before a meal (theology)

	Newton proper noun

	Isaac Newton, English scientist who described gravity and the laws of motion (history)

	tempests noun

	violent storms; also, great uproars or turmoil

	vexation noun

	annoyance, frustration, or worry

	wonted adjective

	usual; customary (archaic)






About this edition

Text: Christian Classics Ethereal Library (Olney Hymns, 1779)

Source URL: https://ccel.org/ccel/newton/olneyhymns

Coverage: Complete individual poem extracted from parent edition olney-hymns at bytes 281119-282349; checksum 8bae951cc5eee70d458d28fcbed38cc8ca8f5ec53466de5e0717343dc063d011.

Public domain basis: First published London, 1779; Newton d. 1807, Cowper d. 1800. CCEL first-edition transcription. US public domain.

This text is in the public domain. This EPUB was prepared by the Classics Reference Library from the source named above; chapter divisions follow the library's online reader.


OEBPS/nav.xhtml


  Contents


  
      		Title page


      		O for a Closer Walk with God


      		Glossary


      		About this edition


  




  Landmarks


  
    		Title page


    		Start of text


  





