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Prepare to meet God.

Sinner, art thou still secure?

Wilt thou still refuse to pray?

Can thy heart or hands endure

In the LORD'S avenging day?

See, his mighty arm is bared!

Aweful terrors clothe his brow!

For his judgment stand prepared,

Thou must either break or bow.

At his presence nature shakes,

Earth affrighted hastes to flee;

Solid mountains melt like wax,

What will then become of thee?

Who his advent may abide?

You that glory in your shame,

Will you find a place to hide

When the world is wrapped in flame?

Then the rich, the great, the wise,

Trembling, guilty, self-condemned;

Must behold the wrathful eyes

Of the Judge they once blasphemed:

Where are now their haughty looks?

O, their horror and despair!

When they see the opened books

And their dreadful sentence hear!

LORD prepare us by thy grace!

Soon we must resign our breath;

And our souls be called, to pass

Through the iron gate of death

Let us now our day improve,

Listen to the gospel voice;

Seek the things that are above,

Scorn the world's pretended joys.

O! when flesh and heart shall fail,

Let thy love our spirits cheer;

Strengthened thus, we shall prevail

Over Satan, sin, and fear:

Trusting in thy precious name,

May we thus our journey end;

Then our foes hall lose their aim,

And the Judge will be our Friend.




Glossary

Old, rare, and literary words used in this text, with short plain-English meanings from the Classics Reference Library glossary.


	affrighted adjective

	frightened; filled with fear (archaic)

	behold verb

	to see or look at (archaic)

	blasphemed verb

	spoke of God or sacred things with disrespect or irreverence (theology)

	gospel noun

	the good news of Jesus Christ; also, one of the first four books of the New Testament (Bible)

	grace noun

	God's free and undeserved favor and help; also, a prayer of thanks before a meal (theology)

	haughty adjective

	proud and looking down on others

	Newton proper noun

	Isaac Newton, English scientist who described gravity and the laws of motion (history)

	Satan proper noun

	the devil; the chief fallen angel and enemy of God (Bible)

	thee pronoun

	you (when speaking to one person, as the object) (archaic)

	thou pronoun

	you (when speaking to one person, as the subject) (archaic)

	thy pronoun

	your (archaic)

	wilt verb

	will (used with thou) (archaic)
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