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In twelve days of Richard’s England, a disinherited Saxon knight, a Norman king in

disguise, a Jewish heiress of courage, and a Templar’s lawless passion are brought together at

tournament, siege and trial. Scott’s romance asks what chivalry is worth when it is only

display — and what honour looks like when it is mercy, loyalty and truth kept under cost.

THE CENTRAL QUESTION

What is true chivalry — the tournament, or
mercy, loyalty and honour kept toward God
and the weak?

“Nay,” answered Rebecca, “T will but pray of thee to believe
henceforward that a Jew may do good service to a Christian, without
desiring other guerdon than the blessing of the Great Father who made
both Jew and Gentile.”

Rebecca to lvanhoe - Chapter XXVIII

Ivanhoe’s courage is real, and so is Richard’s. The book’s sharper honour
belongs also to Rebecca, who will not buy her life with apostasy or ease,
and who asks to be believed as a neighbour. Bois-Guilbert’s chivalry,
detached from vow and mercy, destroys him. Rowena is wed; Rebecca

departs — virtue is not always paid in prosperity.
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Scott will not “reward” Rebecca with Ivanhoe’s hand: he says, in his own voice,
that virtue is not always recompensed with earthly prosperity
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What to watch for as you read

Ivanhoe is often oft-stage or wounded. Scott’s moral centre is as much Rebecca’s as @ Hospitality and its breach run from Rotherwood to Torquilstone. Who keeps the

the knight’s. Watch what she refuses, and why. old duty to the stranger?

Bois-Guilbert is a templar in name. Set his vows beside his conduct, and notice @ Richard is brave and not always wise. Valour is praised; reckless kingship is not held

how he dies. up as a complete model.

The closing marriage is Rowena’s, not Rebecca’s. Read Scott’s own remark on @ Saxon and Norman, Jew and Christian: the book is a romance of reconciliation,

virtue and earthly reward. not of contempt. Hold it to that claim.
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