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Moby-Dick

Herman Melville - 1851 - original English text

Ishmael goes to sea and ships aboard the Pequod, whose captain, Ahab, has lost a leg to the

white whale. Ahab turns a whaling voyage into a holy war of revenge and drags his crew

with him. Against him stand Father Mapple’s sermon on Jonah, Starbuck’s conscience, and

the plain duties of mercy.

THE CENTRAL QUESTION
What becomes of a man who makes his
grievance against creation into his god?

“Talk not to me of blasphemy, man; I'd strike the sun if it insulted me.”
Ahab to Starbuck - Ch. 36, “The Quarter-Deck”

Ahab’s will consumes his ship, his crew and himself; the one who survives

is the quiet observer who learned friendship and humility along the way.
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What to watch for as you read

@ Hold Father Mapple’s sermon beside Ahab’s quarter-deck speech. Who obeys @ Watch Starbuck. What does he see clearly, and why does he never quite act on it?

God, and who demands that God answer to him?

Notice each ship the Pequod meets. What does each one warn or offer, and how @ Track Queequeg’s coffin from his illness to the Epilogue.

does Ahab respond?

@ Ask why Ishmael survives. What has he learned that Ahab never did? The long whaling chapters are part of the point: ask what they teach about labor

and the greatness of creation.
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