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Persuasion

Jane Austen - 1817 - original English text

Eight years after being persuaded to give up the man she loved, a quiet daughter of a

vain baronet is given, against hope, a second season of life. Austen’s last completed

novel is about duty, constancy and the late courage to speak. The reward is not youth

recovered, but a love that has been tried.

THE CENTRAL QUESTION

Was the old persuasion wrong—and can
constancy still be blessed when youth has
already been spent?

“You pierce my soul. I am half agony, half hope.”

Captain Wentworth, in his letter - Chapter XXIII

Anne Elliot was persuaded, at nineteen, to refuse a poor naval
officer, and she has not stopped loving him. The book does not
mock all counsel, but it judges a prudence that distrusted providence
and undervalued a true character. Wentworth’s letter, and Anne’s

long faithfulness, restore what pride and haste had almost buried.
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and seasoned, begins

“You pierce my soul. I am half agony, balf hope. Tell me not that I am
too late, that such precious feelings are gone for ever.”
Captain Wentworth, in his letter - Chapter XXII|
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What to watch for as you read

GRADES 9-12

@ Chapter IV’s sentence about prudence and romance is the narrator’s @ Wentworth’s coldness at Uppercross is a form of pride. Where does he begin

judgment on Anne’s lost years. Is all persuasion blamed, or only a prudence to see Anne clearly again, and what does Lyme have to do with it?

that “distrusts Providence”?

@ Louisa’s fall is a parable of unpersuadableness. Why is Anne’s earlier yielding @ Mr. Elliot is the foil: right family, wrong character. How does Mrs. Smith’s

not treated as the same kind of fault? testimony complete what Anne’s instinct had already felt?

@ The letter in Chapter XXIII is written in the same room as Anne’s speech on @ The Navy in this book is a school of useful rank, set against Sir Walter’s

loving longest. Read the two together. empty one. What kind of honor does Anne finally marry?
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