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THE CENTRAL QUESTION

I h e I a S t O f th e What does loyalty require when a war has
already broken its promises?
bt “The pale faces are masters of the earth, and the time of the red
O lcan S men has not yet come again. My day has been too long.”

Tamenund - Chapter XXXIII

James Fenimore Cooper - 1826 - originat Engisiiet Hawkeye, Chingachgook and Uncas keep faith with the Munro

In the wilderness war of 1757, a scout and two Mohican friends try to carry two sisters after Fort William Henry’s surrender is betrayed. Uncas’s

daughters through forest, ambush and a broken surrender. Cooper’s romance is a death is the end of a princely line, and Tamenund’s lament names a

L _ . historical sorrow the book will not pretty up. Courage here is

tale of courage, loyalty and a vanishing people, and it asks what honor is worth .
personal, costly, and larger than the flags that fail.

when the great nations have already failed to keep their word.

®
KEY CHARAGTERS e e Coraand Alice Munro, with Major Heyward and the singing-master
o— T R d David Gamut, leave Fort Edward for Fort William Henry
HaWkk"Z’e (?attyf}umppo) . HApr Rscl)gleSt oa Their guide, the Huron Magua, leads them astray
scouts skild andl a fixed bonor y b and the rioh ® They meet the scout Hawk-eye, the Mohican chief Chingachgook, and
Chingachgook wrongp&zz‘ , and the right his son Uncas
- ) - companions found.
the father; a people’s remainder ? f ® The party takes a hidden stand at the hidden rock at Glenn’s
Uncas
he Last princely son; courage and devoti ok

il Ao Gl en n) s an d Magua’s Hurons attack the retreat at the falls
Cora‘Munr‘o _ o— e Ammunition fails; the three woodsmen slip away to bring help, leaving
steadfast, self-offering C apture W hers
Ali:;e Munr Od » ZHAPTE el H};“ Js and ® The captives are taken; Magua offers Cora a bitter bargain and is refused
tender, protected, not untrie 7 }

? ot siegeiniie o ey e Hawk-eye and the Mohicans retake them and turn again toward the lake
Magua first escape.

d, /, lenti;
wronged vengefu unrelenting The party reaches the besieged fort; Colonel Munro is holding against
Duncan Heyward 03 Montcalm

/[ t, oft t b / d 7 fh ) °

gallant, often out of bis dep o— Wllham Henry ® Webb’s expected relief does not come in force

Colonel Munro
a father and a soldier under a broken parole

CHAPTERS XIlI=XVII ® Munro surrenders on honorable terms; the departing column is attacked

anyway
In the massacre Cora and Alice are carried off once more; the woods are

full of the cost of failed faith

A fortress, a parole, and a promise
Tamenund broken.
the old voice of a people’s ending

Hawk-eye, the Mohicans, Heyward and Munro take up the trail
Grades 9-12 J i P

Read the full text free at classicslaunch.org. e They follow the captives toward the Canadas, reading signs the army

cannot read

04
e— The Pursuit

CHAPTERS XVII-XXV ® David Gamut, still near the girls, becomes an unlikely link

A long chase by water and by trail. e Alice is hidden among the Hurons; Cora is claimed toward a different

camp of the Lenape

® Disguises, a rescue of Alice, and a passage into the Delaware village
follow

The Delaware
Camp

CHAPTERS XXVI-XXX

Tamenund, the ancient chief, hears the claims
Uncas is revealed as the last princely Mohican, a kinsman, not a foe

A king’s son is recognized, and a e Cora is still in Magua’s hold; the law of the village and the hate of the

trial is set. Huron are set against each other

The pursuit climbs to a final fight among the rocks

o Cora is slain; Uncas dies trying to save her; Magua falls to Hawk-eye’s
06 rifle

o— The Last Warrior The funerals honor both the English daughter and the Mohican prince

CHAPTERS XXXI-XXXIII e Tamenund speaks the close: his day has been too long, and he has lived
® A combat on the mountain, and a to see the last warrior of that wise race

lament that does not comfort too

“In the morning I saw the sons of Unamis happy and strong; and yet,
so0n. i ) . .
before the night has come, have I lived to see the last warrior of the wise
race of the Mobicans.”

Tamenund - Chapter XXXII|
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Loyalty Courage Brokén Faith Wilderness Skill Sacrifice A Passing People

What to watch for as you read GRADES 9-12

Hawkeye’s honor is practical and exact. Watch how often a kept word, nota @ The surrender at William Henry is the book’s public crime. What follows in
flag, decides what the good characters will do. the forest is, in part, the fruit of that broken parole.

@ Cora and Alice are not one character in two tones. How do their different @ Magua is a villain, and Cooper also gives him injuries. Can you name the

kinds of courage shape the choices of Uncas and Heyward? injuries without letting them excuse the revenge?

Tamenund’s last speech is the title’s meaning spoken aloud. Read it slowly; @ Cooper’s language for native nations is of his century. Hold to the virtues
the book wants lament, not a cheap victory lap. the story actually honors: fidelity, piety, courage, and the grief of a line that
ends.
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